
 

11:00 a.m. to noon

Recertification  
MDA: Rob Hofstetter, D.C.: Baldwin Williams, MD DNR Forest Service:  
Marian Honeczy 

An update on the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert program will be presented that will 
discuss the continuing education program, a requirement for license renewal.  

Representatives from MDA and D.C. will give short updates on pesticide recertification. 

Noon to 1:00 • Lunch

1:00 to 1:50 p.m. 
Conserving Beneficial Insects: The Role of Flowering Plants in Ornamental 
Systems  
Dr. Rebeccah Waterworth, University of Maryland 

With the recent adoption of Maryland’s Managed Pollinator Protection Plan, it is 
important to not only mitigate risks associated with managed pollinators (e.g., European 
honey bee) but all species of native pollinators. Establishing patches of flowering plants 
(or conservation strips) are among the practices that are known to promote pollinator 
health. Flower resources are also essential for the survival and reproduction of many 
natural enemies. The presentation will discuss a study the use of flowering plants to 
conserve beneficial insects with an emphasis on their identity and diversity. 

1:50 to 2:40 p.m. 
The Emerald Ash Borer Invasion: Where? How? What Now?  
Jonathan Schmude, USDA-ARS-BIIR

What is the Emerald Ash Borer; how does it develop? This presentation will discuss 
what will be seen internally and externally on an ash tree that has an EAB infestation, 
and what to do to combat it. Mitigation efforts for an arborist and what other actions 
are currently being taken to help reduce the threat will be discussed.

The ALB Infestation: Detection, Eradication and Bio-Control  
Ellen Aparicio, USDA-ARS-BIIRU

This presentation will discuss early detection methods and update on the eradication 
efforts in the United States. It will cover the signs to look for in recognizing a possible 
infestation with information on who to contact, and will also share the recent bio-
control research conducted at USDA-ARS-BIIRU.

2:40 to 3:00 p.m. • Break with Vendors

3:00 to 3:50 p.m. 
Revolting Root Rot Diseases  
Megan McConnell, Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory 

Are you seeing dieback on some of the plants you care for? Are they thin, chlorotic, 
or just looking crummy? You may have a root disease problem to contend with! In this 
talk, we’ll go over root rot diseases common to the region, their symptoms, and how 
to diagnose and treat them.

3:50 to 4:20 p.m. • Wrap Up and Sign Various Recertification Sheets 

Drones: Saving Us Time and Money  
Tiffany Senseman, Waverly Farm

This technological change has supplied us with many tools to save us time and money. 
It is up to us to learn to incorporate them and take advantage of their benefits. Drones 
can serve many purposes in the arboriculture industry: from setting line, to assessing 
plant health, inspecting structural integrity, to giving a visual aid, etc. Learn how drones 
can benefit your business, and the steps you can take to become a certified pilot.

Seeing the Forest and the Trees: UAS in the Arboriculture Industry  
Ryan J. Henderson, UMD Unmanned Aircraft Systems Test Site  

Fly with pilot Ryan Henderson as he guides you through this session on drone work in 
the arboriculture industry. This session will demonstrate state of the art and technology 
in the UAS industry, and will further look at specific use cases in the arbor industry, 
identify issues, challenges, and resources.

Stormwater Landscapes: Selecting Plants for Success  
Ann English, Montgomery County Rainscapes Program

Stormwater management requirements are more important than ever. In this session, Ann 
English will discuss the best practices and species selections for various landscapes. This 
talk will focus on the best options that are out there in the market for arborists, and the 
most effective strategies that have been found to improve local streams and the bay. A 
well-constructed landscape with healthy trees and an understanding of species selection 
will always help to properly manage stormwater runoff.

Noon to 1:00 p.m. • Lunch

1:00 to 1:55 p.m. 
Utilization of Urban Wood Waste 
Richard Anacker, A & A Tree Experts, Inc. 

In this session, Richard Anacker will address how to find alternative methods of 
disposing of products such as logs, mulch, and chips. This session will further discuss 
area mills that will accept ash logs in a flooded market.

1:55 to 2:50 p.m. 
Professional Chainsaw Performance  
Cary Shepherd, Husqvarna Group

This presentation is for those like Cary who have an emotional attachment to chainsaws, 
or just want to learn more about the relationship between chainsaw technology, safety, 
maintenance, performance, and productivity for pro-arborist applications. The objective 
of this talk is to bring awareness to why some of the common challenges occur with 
chainsaws in the field and what can be done to increase operator safety, increase 
productivity, and lower cost.

2:50 to 3:05 p.m. • Break With Vendors 

3:05 to 4:00 p.m. 
Factors and Forces in Tree Risk Assessment   
Chris Fields-Johnson, The Davey Institute 

Tree risk is a function of both the likelihood and the consequences of tree failure. The 
likelihood of failure is governed by the five key factors of wood strength and the five key 
forces acting on the tree. We will discuss these five factors and five forces as they affect 
the decisions of whether or not to preserve a tree and whether or not it is safe to climb 
a tree to perform work.

January 24 • Day 1

7:15 to 7:45 a.m. • Registration and Breakfast 

7:45 to 8:15 a.m. • Welcome 
Recognition of Retiring Board Members 
Jeremy Baker, MAA President  
Program Moderator: Scott Bates 

New for 2017 – The first day of the program will feature three concurrent 
sessions in the morning! Attendees will be able to choose which session 
they would like to attend that best suits their educational needs. 

8:00 to 8:50 a.m.  
MOSH Safety – Keeping Our Industry Safe  
Tom Thorsen, MOSH Regional Supervisor

MOSH representative Tom Thorsen will introduce the three major components 
of the MOSH program: inspection and compliance, training and education, and 
consultative services. Discussions are focused on the process MOSH uses when 
conducting a compliance inspection and what to do if you receive a citation. Also, 
find out what resources are available to employers and employees for promoting 
safety and health in their workplace.

8:55 to 9:40 a.m.  
Elements of a Quality Safety and Training Program   
Ron Muir, FirstEnergy 

This talk will review some of the key elements of what makes a quality safety and 
training program focusing, on the tree and plant healthcare industry. Ron will provide 
some history of where the industry has been with safety and training programs along 
with where it is currently. 

9:40 to 10:00 a.m. • Break with Vendors

10:00 a.m. to noon 
Concurrent Educational Sessions  
(Attendees will choose one of the below sessions) 

Hands On Diagnostic ID  
Dr. Karen Rane, Dr. David Clement, Stanton Gill, and Mary Kay Malinoski; 
University of Maryland Extension

This workshop will give participants a hands-on approach to diagnosis of real 
world problems for their clients. It will cover the logical assembling of evidence for 
the diagnostic process, common tree diseases, critical and emerging new insect 
pests, as well as several environmental situations that are often confusing to your 
customers. Presentations will include lecture, pictures, samples and descriptions of 
real situations that were encountered by the instructors. Come prepared to think on 
your feet and adopt new diagnostic skills for solving your client’s dilemmas. (Note: 
This session is limited to 35 attendees. The spaces will be filled on a first come, first 
served basis). 

A.

B.

C.

January 25 • Day 2

7:15 to 8:00 a.m. • Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 to 8:10 a.m. • Welcome 
Jeremy Baker, MAA President  
Program Moderator: Scott Bates 

8:10 to 9:00 a.m. 

Why Do Trees Die?  
Dr. Rex A. Bastian,The Care of Trees/The Davey Tree Expert Co.

As arborists, we recognize that trees die. Our clients, however, commonly expect 
their trees to live long, trouble-free lives. When they don’t, our clients can become 
rather perplexed and look to us for an explanation.

To provide that explanation, we need to understand that a tree functions as a system 
comprised of both internal and external inputs that are dependent on both internal 
and external processes. Sound complicated? It certainly is, but with a little rational 
thought, we can boil it down to some pretty basic principles. Knowledge of these 
principles will enable us to become better arborists by understanding the rigors trees 
face on a day to day basis.

9:00 to 9:50 a.m. 

Oak and Leyland Problems and Management  
Dr. David Clement and Stanton Gill, University of Maryland Extension

Oaks and Leylands have been suffering from several issues this past year, especially 
insect pests and diseases, but also many environmental problems as well. This 
session will help you to learn to recognize and help your customers understand 
these problems. In addition, learn about other tree choices that will help diversify 
your clients’ landscape.

9:50 to 10:10 a.m. • Break with Vendors

10:10 to 11:00 a.m. 

The Greening of Arboriculture  
Dr. Neil Hendrickson, Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory 

Finding ways to suppress pests and diseases of plants goes back to the beginnings 
of civilization. Efforts increased dramatically with the first major invasive pest, the 
gypsy moth. Since then, the parade of new pests and diseases, and the means 
of coping with them have evolved dramatically. The accumulation of scientific 
knowledge is showing us that we need more than just new pesticides – we need 
to think differently about how we’ll solve our current and future insect and disease 
problems.



The 36th Annual MAA Winter Recertification Seminar will be held 
January 24 and 25, 2017 at Turf Valley Resort and Conference Center.

Day 1 of the conference will be devoted to safety and further education. 
Day 2 is dedicated to pesticide recertification.
This seminar qualifies for:
•	DNR	–	LTE	CEU	Credits
 - Day 1: 6.5 Credits 
 - Day 2: 6 Credits 
•	Maryland	Pesticide	Recertification
 -  Day 1: 4 Credits (Hands on Diagnostic Session ONLY) in 2 (Forest) and 3A   
  (Ornamental Exterior)
 - Day 2: 8 Credits in Categories 2 (Forest), 3A (Ornamental Exterior), 3C (Turf), 6  
  (Right-of-Way) and 10 (Demonstration/Research)
•	Virginia	Pesticide	Recertification	
•	Washington	D.C.	Pesticide	Recertification	
•	West	Virginia	Pesticide	Recertification	
•	ISA	CEU’s		
•	TCIA	CTSP	CEU’s
 - Day 1: 3 CEU’s 
•	Maryland	Certified	Professional	Horticulturist	CEU	–	1	credit	per	day	attended

Please note: for specific credits information (sessions approved, number of CEU’s, 
etc.), please visit the MAA website, www.mdarborist.com. 

ConferenCe Vendors 
We thank the following vendors for their support of the conference  
(as of December 16, 2016)

Altec  
Arborjet
Arborwear  
CPS  
First National Bank of PA
Bartlett Tree Experts 
Fisher & Son Company 
Georgetown Insurance Service

About the ConferenCe

ConferenCe LoCAtion

Turf	Valley	Resort	and	Conference	Center
2700	Turf	Valley	Road	•	Ellicott	City,	MD	21042
410-465-1500	•	www.turfvalley.com

Questions

Please direct all inquires to: MAA at office@mdarborist.com or 410-321-8082.

Registration is available online at www.mdarborist.com.

Gutter Helmet by Harry Helmet
Husqvarna Group 
MAC-ISA
Mauget
Moran Insurance  
Rainbow Treecare Scientific Advancements
TCIA
Vermeer	Mid	Atlantic,	Inc.	
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The Maryland Arborist Association
36th Annual Winter  

Recertification  
Seminar

January 24 and 25, 2017
Turf Valley Resort and  

Conference Center
2700 Turf Valley Road

Ellicott City, MD 21042
410-465-1500

registrAtion form

The MARYLAND ARBORIST ASSOCIATION’S
36th Annual Winter Recertification Seminar

Register online at www.mdarborist.com, select this event from the calendar page. 

Early pricing through January 6. No refunds will be issued after January 6, 2017, 
because	we	submit	the	head	count	to	Turf	Valley	on	that	date.

   Day 1 Day 2 Both
Member  $150 $150 $270
Non member and after January 6 $175 $175 $320 

Company ____________________________________ Phone ___________________

Contact E-mail  _________________________________________________________

Name Day 1  Day 2 Both

_________________________________________  _____  ____  _____  ______

_________________________________________  _____  ____  _____  ______

_________________________________________  _____  ____  _____  _______  

_________________________________________  _____  ____  _____  _______  

_________________________________________  _____  ____  _____  _______

If 5 or more employees from the same company attend, calculate a 5% discount. 

Payment	must	accompany	registration	form.	Forms	of	payment	accepted	are	VISA,	MC,	and	check.	 
Faxed registration must include a valid credit card with the information requested, below. In the event that the total  
amount due is miscalculated, the MAA will adjust the amount and charge the registrant for the corrected amount. 

Credit Card Payment: ■	Visa	■ MasterCard 

Contact Person:  ________________________________________________________

Card # _________________________________________________________________ 

Exp. Date _________________________________________3 Digit CSC: _________ 

Billing Address of Card: __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Signature:  _____________________________________________________________

Please return registration form and payment to:
Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 712, Brooklandville, MD 21022

Fax form and credit card payment to MAA at fax 410-296-8288.  
For more information call 410-321-8082.

Thank you for registering! We look forward to seeing you at the Winter Seminar.

Total Fee: $ ___________

Session
A, B or C


